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Theatre Guild's request for the play to be altered, so that
Its audiences could catch their last trains, for the curtain
fell after 11.30. Playing Dunois nightly while trying to
live on Long Island, and getting there only when I suc-
ceeded in catching the last train by the skin of my teeth,
I was highly interested in the Guild's request. But Shaw
only answered: Alter the trains.
Like a ferociously good-tempered Jove hurling thunder-
bolts for fun, or a secular Pope brandishing bulls with
catches in them, Shaw shot many such.sallies from his new
eminence. The truth was that the play's religious theme
and enormous success combined to subject Shaw to little
short of universal homage, as a result of which he designated
himself, not without cause, 'a sort of unofficial Bishop of
Everywhere.1 Saint Joan, in short, was the signal for a
Shavian apotheosis.
(44)                        THE APPLE CART
Written in 1929. First production by Arnold Szyfmaii at the
Polish Theatre, Warsaw, on I4th June 1929. First English pro-
duction by Sir Barry Jackson at the Malvern Festival on igth August
1929. First London production by Sir Barry Jackson at the Queen's
Theatre on I7th September 1929. First American production by
the Theatre Guild of New York at the Martin Beck Theatre, New
York, on 24th February 1930.
Among the First Players.
In the respective parts of Magnus and Orinthia: Cedric (later Sir
Cedric) Hardwicke and Edith (later Dame Edith) Evans, in England;
Tom Powers and Violet Kemble-Cooper, in America; and Barry
Jones and Olive Reeves-Smith, in Canada. In England, Barbara
Everest played Queen Jemima, and James Carew, Ellen Terry's
widower, the American Ambassador.
*The comedic paradox of the situation is that the King wins^ not
by exercising his royal authority, but by threatening to resign it and
go to the democratic poll/                                          G. B, S.
After seven playless years, so far the longest gap in his
play-writing career, a new play by this septuagenarian was
a matter of uncommon interest. But since the only direc-
tion from the summit of Everest is downward, The Apple